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	 �The United States Constitution was enacted September 17, 1787. It is a short but remarkable 
document that has given rise to the most powerful country on the planet. The United States of 
America is a country with great freedom for all citizens. The Constitution established our three 
branches of government – judicial, executive and legislative. The branches, while separate, 
are designed as a means to keep the others in check.  

	 �Article II gave the executive, the President, several powers, including the power to appoint 
federal judges. Article III, section 1 of the Constitution states in part:

	 �The judicial Power of the United States, shall be vested in one supreme Court, and in such inferior Courts as the 
Congress may from time to time ordain and establish.

Article III, section 2, was critical in the landmark decision Marbury vs. Madison which set the precedent for Supreme Court 
judicial review as to the constitutionality of legislation. Specifically, the language of Article III that Chief Justice John Marshall 
cited in his opinion was:

	 �In all Cases affecting Ambassadors, other public Ministers and Consuls, and those in which a State shall be Party, 
the supreme Court shall have original Jurisdiction. In all the other Case before mentioned, the supreme Court shall 
have appellate Jurisdiction, both as to Law and Fact, with such Exceptions, and under such Regulations as the 
Congress shall make.

President John Adams, a Federalist, was defeated by Thomas Jefferson for the presidency. As a lame duck, John Adams 
appointed several Federalist judges to the bench. The procedure involved the presidential appointment and then a commis-
sion delivered by the Secretary of State to the appointee. Some commissions were delivered to the Federalist appointees 
prior to Jefferson taking office. But, transportation in the 18th century was slower than the 21st century, thus some commis-
sions, including William Marbury’s, were not delivered to the Federalist appointees prior to Jefferson taking office.

When Jefferson came into office, he refused to authorize the Secretary of State, then James Madison (the Defendant in Mar-
bury vs. Madison), to deliver the commission to Federalist judge appointee William Marbury. Marbury filed suit. In a brilliant 
opinion, Chief Justice John Marshall reviewed the pertinent law, applied the facts to the law, and examined the Constitution.  

The issues presented included whether Marbury had a right to sue, whether his lawsuit with the Supreme Court was the right 
place of his suit and, if so, did he had an available remedy. The Constitution vested the executive branch with the authority 
to appoint judges, Chief Justice John Marshall held that indeed Marbury had a protectable right and by virtue of Article III 
authority given to the United States Supreme Court, Marbury had filed suit in the right forum. The question was whether the 
remedy Marbury sought, a mandamus issued by the Supreme Court requiring the Secretary of State to deliver the commis-
sion as authorized under the Judiciary Act of 1789, was constitutional. Specifically, the Judiciary Act of 1789 empowered 
the Supreme Court:
 
	 �…to issue writs of mandamus, in cases warranted by the principles and usages of law, to any courts appointed, or 

persons holding office, under the authority of the United States.  

The court held the above cited language of the Judiciary Act of 1789, compelling the Supreme Court to issue a mandamus 
against the Secretary of State to deliver the commission, was unconstitutional because it exceeded the power granted to the 
Supreme Court in the Constitution. William Marbury never did obtain his judgeship, but this is of little significance. The case 
is important because it established the fundamental foundation of our system of judicial review making the judicial branch 
equal in power to the legislative and executive branches. Specifically, Chief Justice John Marshall wrote 

	 �It is emphatically the province and duty of the Judicial Department to say what the law is. Those who apply the rule 
to particular cases must, of necessity, expound and interpret that rule. If two laws conflict with each other, the Courts 
must decide on the operation of each. So, if a law be in opposition to the Constitution, if both the law and the Consti-
tution apply to a particular case, so that the Court must either decide that case conformably to the law, disregarding 
the Constitution, or conformably to the Constitution, disregarding the law, the Court must determine which of these 
conflicting rules governs the case. This is of the very essence of judicial duty. If, then, the Courts are to regard the 
Constitution, and the Constitution is superior to any ordinary act of the Legislature, the Constitution, and not such 
ordinary act, must govern the case to which they both apply.

(Continued on the following page.)
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Judicial review as established and articulated by Justice John Marshall is a fundamental foundation of our society. In part, 
because of it, we live in a civil free society with checks and balances. We do not live in a dictatorship, such as North Korea, 
Iran or Libya. We lawyers have a duty to make sure that we protect the system and protect the rights of the citizenry.

This is my last President’s Page as my term will expire in the summer of 2011. I enjoyed serving as McHenry County Bar 
President. It is a great honor. It is also a great honor for all of us to have a license to practice law whether we argue a famous 
case such as Marbury vs. Madison or a simple arbitration case involving breach of contract. We are very privileged and 
blessed to be in the position we are in as part of the army of the protectors of the Constitution, a document which has given 
rise to the greatest nation on earth.
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The Civil Practice Committee has a vacancy for a 
lawyer under the age of thirty-five years. Although 
the pay is not great (you don’t get any), the rewards 
are many. You can have the opportunity to help 	
improve Civil Practice in McHenry County, meet with 
other attorneys, and enhance your knowledge and 
skill as well. If you are interested, please contact 
Judge Michael T. Caldwell at (815) 334-4352.

SUMMER INTERNSHIP/CLERK/ETC.
POSITION SOUGHT

SIU Pre-law junior from McHenry looking
for summer job with sole lawyer, law firm,

or government or corporate law department,
full time or part time.

Please call Ryan J. Coler
815-354-8386, any time.

Proposed By-Laws Amendment
On April 19, 2011, the Board of Governors of the McHenry County Bar Association approved the following amendment to 
the McHenry County Bar Association By-Laws. This announcement fulfills the requirement of the By-Laws that the MCBA 
membership be notified of any proposed changes 30-days prior to the final vote at the Annual Meeting.

Pursuant to Article X AMENDMENTS, Section 10.01, 2, the Board of Directors propose that the By-Laws be amended in 
the following manner:

Article II MEMBERSHIP, Section 2.04 B shall be amended to state “ASSOCIATE MEMBERS. Any person having received 
an appropriate certificate of completion of an ABA approved paralegal program or any student currently enrolled in an 
ABA accredited law school.”

Article II MEMBERSHIP Section 2.06 shall be amended to read “PRIVILEGES. All members in good standing shall be 
entitled to all rights and privileges of membership, except that associate members shall have a voice, but not a vote, at 
the meetings of the Association and any Section thereof, nor shall they be entitled to hold office, or any Section office, or 
serve on the Board of Governors. An affiliate member shall not be counted toward any quorum.”

Article II MEMBERSHIP Section 2.09 C shall be amended to read “SPECIAL. Special meetings shall be called by the 
Secretary, in writing to each member of the Association. A special meeting may be requested by the President or by ten 
(10) or more active or life members of the Association. Such request and notice shall specify the purpose of the meeting. 
At special meetings, no business shall be transacted except that which is stated in the request and notice.”

Article VIII, Section 8.01 shall be amended to read “AMOUNT. The fiscal year shall begin and the new officers and Board 
of Governors shall take office on the first day of July in each year. The annual dues shall also be payable on that date 
unless a vote to change the dues is scheduled for the annual meeting, in which case dues shall be payable no later than 
July 31. Dues shall be set and/or changed in the manner and fashion provided for Amendment to the By-Laws except 
that there shall be no fee for law students or the first year of membership immediately following graduation from law 
school and paralegal associate members shall pay dues in an amount equivalent to 75% of the membership dues for an 
attorney.”
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All – Inclusive Liquidation Services Tailored to Meet Your Needs 
 

• Public and Private Estate Sales  
• Appraisals of Personal Property by a Nationally Accredited Appraiser 

 
Testimonials 
 

“I cannot commend him enough.  His team did what we could not do.” 
- Hal Hoekstra, Senior Pastor, Bethany Lutheran Church (Crystal Lake) 

 
“He helped us through a situation when we could not help ourselves, and produced excellent  
results.  I would recommend Bruce Treadway to anyone needing his services. 
- Bill LeFew, Treasurer (McHenry County) 
 
"We always look for professionalism and quality. Bruce Treadway is the only liquidator to  
whom we refer our clients." 
- Jeffrey Keck, Attorney (Woodstock) 
 
“He made my new life possible.  Superb performance.” 
- Charlene Rubin, Client (Northbrook). 
 
“I recently had the opportunity to employ Bruce Treadway and Caring Transitions in assisting me in liquidating an 
estate.  It is always refreshing to encounter someone who fulfills a commitment responsibly, competently and 
thoroughly.  I would heartily recommend Bruce Treadway and Caring Transitions.” 
-  Father Geoffrey Wirth, Pastor, Saint Thomas More Church (Elgin); Former Pastor, St. Thomas (Crystal 

Lake) 
 
"Mr. Treadway worked a miracle with one of my clients who was very challenging.  Excellent results!" 
- Steve Newell, CFP, Professional Administrator (South Elgin) 
 

 
 
 

 
Our Mission: 

We assist our elders and 
their families through 
difficult transitions. 
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Family Division Update
By Judge Mike Chmiel

	 Since I last authored a Family Division Update in the fall, many things have changed (or will soon change) in the Family 
Division to help improve efficiency in the Division, while many other things continue to be studied.

	 In the Spring of 2011, the Twenty-Second Circuit increased its judicial roster to seventeen. While the Circuit is behind 
many in terms of judicial resources, it is ahead of others and welcomes the new position (and more so, Judge Mark Gerhardt who 
has been initially assigned to the Criminal Division). The additional resource itself has been actually assigned to the Civil Division 
to help with an accrued backlog of foreclosure cases. However, to open at least a half day each week in the Division, child support 
cases commenced by the Illinois Department of Health and Human Services (represented by the Illinois Attorney General) have 
been reassigned to the newly created foreclosure call being heard in Courtroom 358 by Judge James Cowlin. This reassignment 
took effect April 25, 2011.

	 Through the end of May, 2011, on most Fridays, the Attorney General will continue to staff a call of child support cases 
commenced by the Department, along with other cases into which the Department has intervened. The cases into which the 
Department has intervened, will generally continue to be assigned to one of the Family dockets called in Courtrooms 359, 360, 
and 361. Such cases in Courtroom 360 will continue to be called at 8:30 a.m., in 361 at 9:00 a.m., and in 359 at 9:30 a.m.  
Thereafter, starting at 10:00 a.m., the child support cases commenced by the Department will generally be called in Courtroom 
358.  Contested matters will generally be specially set for Friday afternoons. To make this tight scheduling work, prompt handling 
of all such cases must occur.

	 Starting in June, 2011, on most Fridays, the Attorney General will continue to staff the call of such cases. The cases into 
which the Department has intervened, will generally continue to be assigned to one of the Family dockets called in Courtrooms 
359, 360, and 361. However, such cases will generally be called starting at 8:30 a.m. in Courtroom 359 on the first Friday of each 
month, in 360 on the second Friday of each month, and in 361 on the third Friday of each month. Then, starting at 10:00 a.m. each 
Friday, the child support cases commenced by the Department will generally be called in Courtroom 358. Contested matters may 
be set as time allows each morning or Friday afternoons.

	 Through the reassignment of child support cases involving the Department, the Division will effectively open up a fair 
amount of time to handle other cases in the Division, with hopes of providing even greater efficiencies in handling cases. Cases 
which involve parenting issues (i.e., custody and visitation) will generally be reassigned away from the call in Courtroom 358 to 
the extent the same involve issues which cannot be handled in summary fashion (typically, by agreement). As well, under Illinois 
Supreme Court rule, certain cases commenced by the Department and involving parenting issues, will likely remain with the judge 
who has been handling the same.

	 To open up even more time to handle cases in the Division, an administrative order is being developed to utilize efficiencies 
being realized in the Criminal Division. The administrative order which is being developed was not available at the time this article 
was due (and past due with the indulgence of the publisher), but will likely be effective June 1, 2011. Starting then, the pending 
plan is designed to have all prove-ups of pending dissolution petitions heard in Courtroom 102 each day of the week the Court is 
in session (Monday through Friday) at 1:30 p.m. Judge Robert Wilbrandt will generally cover these prove-ups, with a day or two 
perhaps involving a bit of temporary reassignment at the outset, as a call or two gets redirected.  Any such temporary reassignment 
will likely occur at the same time in a courtroom on the first floor of the courthouse and will be posted on the door to Courtroom 
102. Such prove-ups will likely start promptly at 1:30 p.m. and end promptly at or about 2:30 p.m. when other matters will likely be 
called for hearing by the judge handling the call.

	 Further,  to open up even more time, starting June 1, 2011, the pending plan is designed to have returns on all independent 
emergency orders of protection and no contact orders heard in Courtroom 101 each day of the week the Court is in session 
(Monday through Friday) at 10:00 a.m. Judge Robert Beaderstadt will generally cover these hearings which will start once his 
morning call of criminal cases is concluded. Cases which involve parenting issues (i.e., custody and visitation) will generally be 
reassigned away from the call in Courtroom 101 to the extent the same involve issues which cannot be handled in summary 
fashion.

	 All of this change is good, and though not perfect, it will work to improve access to the judges handling family matters for 
the Court. As well, further change may arrive as the Court continues to study its operations and work toward further improvements.  

	 Among other things, compliance with local rules is being studied. Most such rules are designed to assist the Court with 
limited time to handle contested matters, to move such matters toward a proper resolution, either by agreement or through trial.  
When local rules are not followed, the system which depends upon compliance stumbles, resulting in inefficiencies, delays, and 
other problems. For instance, on one day recently, one of our courtrooms had three specially set settlement conferences (“pre-
trials”) in three different cases which had been pending for about a year. Each party had counsel. None had the memorandum 
required under local rule prepared, and none had a financial affidavit on file. All three got postponed. An hour and a half of 
contested hearing time got wasted.

	 As always. the Court will continue to work to find ways to improve the handling of cases in the Circuit, and to such end, 
continues to welcome comment and suggestions for the same.



 

 
 
 
 
Ryan Blackney, the Prosecutor 
 
 Jamie Wombacher, Defendants' Attorney 
 
Judge Wilbrandt addresses the three teens at the beginning of their sentencing hearing.   
 
Harold Rail, Afterglow Creative Services, films one of our teen actors.   
 
Danny from TOPS Kennels, Grayslake, Deputy Sage and Officer Jeremy Bruketta 
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April 15, 2011, McHenry County College 

Ryan Blackney, the Prosecutor

Jamie Wombacher, Defendants’ Attorney

Judge Wilbrandt addresses the three teens at the beginning of their sentencing hearing. 

McHenry County Sheriff Deputy Brian Morrow 
demonstrates the Judgment Training Simulator.

This year, the MCBA portion of the Law Day High School Program was 
modified to focus on the consequences of underage drinking. A video 
called “It’s Your Choice” was produced. The video illustrates while the 
teens make the decision to consume alcohol, they do not have a choice 
with the legal ramifications of that decision. Over 225 McHenry County 
high school students viewed the film and watched a mock sentenc-
ing hearing convicting three volunteer students of underage drinking 
related crimes.
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In gratitude…… 
 

…to McHenry County College for the 
in-kind use of their Conference 
Center.   
 

…to TOPS Kennels and McHenry 
County Sheriff Officer Jeremy 
Bruketta & Deputy Sage for the K-9 
Demonstration, always a highlight of 
the program.    
 

…to the members of the McHenry 
County Sheriff's Office that 
demonstrated the Judgment 
Training Simulator.  
 

...to Harold Rail, AfterGlow Creative 
Services, for filming the video 
shown at the program. 
 

…to the ISBA for their monetary  
assistance in financing the cost of 
the video production.   
 

…to the volunteer actors from 
Prairie Ridge High School, McHenry 
West High School and Woodstock 
North High School for their 
assistance in filming the “It’s Your 
Choice” Law Day video. 
 

….to our actors  
Hon. Robert Wilbrandt 
Nick Alexander 
Ryan Blackney 
Stephanie Burton 
Michael Combs 
Sarah Jansen 
Cynthia Schaupp 
John Valenti 
Jamie Wombacher 

 
…to Ryan Blackney for creating the 
scenario used in the sentencing 
portion of the program. 
 

…to Jamie Rein for organizing the 
program. 
 

Jamie Rein, Law Day Chairperson & MCBA 1st Vice President; 
Officer Jeremy Bruketta; Deputy Sage; and Thomas Kasper, MCBA President

Danny from TOPS Kennels,  
Grayslake, Deputy Sage and  
Officer Jeremy Bruketta

Harold Rail, Afterglow Creative Services, 
films one of our teen actors.  



 
 
Judge Michael Caldwell congratulates Judge Charles Weech,  
the 2011 Distinguished Service Award recipient.  .   

 
Melissa Cooney presents Suzanne Hoban, Founder and Executive Director of the Family Health Partnership, 
with the 2011 Liberty Bell Award.  The Family Health Partnership provides primary medical care including internal medicine, 
women’s health, pediatrics and family practice. In addition, there are several specialty clinics offered including orthopedics, 
cardiology, optometry and podiatry. The clinic fees are based on a sliding scale but no patient is refused treatment for lack of 
payment. The clinic takes no insurance including Medicaid, instead serving those who have absolutely no other access to health 
care. The clinic also receives no state or federal funding but relies solely on the generosity of the community.  
 
 
 
Hon. Sam L. Amirante (ret.)addresses the Law Day luncheon attendees  
 
Hon, Sam Amirante with members of the MCBA Board of Governors 
Paulette Gray; Thomas Kasper, MCBA President; Hon. Sam Amirante;  
Vonda Vaughn; Carlos Arevalo and Cynthia Schaupp 
 
Judge Weech, 2011 Distinguished Service Award Recipient,  
with Law Day Committee members.  
Melissa Cooney, Liberty Bell Chairperson; Judge Charles Weech;  
Mary Nader, School Visits Chairperson; Vonda Vaughn, Essay Contest  
Chairperson and Thomas Kasper, MCBA President.    

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Law Day Ceremony & 
LunCheon 
April 29, 2011 
McHenry County Government Center &  
Loyola University Retreat & Ecology Center, Woodstock 

Judge Weech, 2011 Distinguished Service Award 
recipient, with Law Day Committee members, 
Melissa Cooney, Liberty Bell Chairperson; Mary 
Nader, School Visits Chairperson; Vonda Vaughn, 
2011 Essay Contest Chairperson and Thomas Kasper, 
MCBA President.

Judge Michael Caldwell congratulates Judge Charles 
Weech, the 2011 Distinguished Service Award recipient.

Melissa Cooney presents Suzanne Hoban, Founder and Executive Director of the Family Health Partnership, with the 
2011 Liberty Bell Award.  The Family Health Partnership provides primary medical care including internal medicine, wom-
en’s health, pediatrics and family practice. In addition, there are several specialty clinics offered including orthopedics, 
cardiology, optometry and podiatry. The clinic fees are based on a sliding scale but no patient is refused treatment for lack 
of payment. The clinic takes no insurance including Medicaid, instead serving those who have absolutely no other access 
to health care. The clinic also receives no state or federal funding but relies solely on the generosity of the community. 



 

Law Day Committee: 
Chairpersons: Jamie M. Rein-State’s Attorney Office, McHenry County   
                        Hon. Robert Wilbrandt-22nd Judicial Circuit, McHenry County 
MCBA President:  Thomas J. Kasper-Buxton & Kasper 
Essay Contest Chairperson:  Vonda K. Vaughn-The Gitlin Law Firm 
School Visits Chairperson:   Mary Nader-Attorney at Law 
Liberty Bell Award Chairperson:  Melissa J. Cooney-Zukowski, Rogers,  
 Flood & McArdle 
Additional Committee Members:   
     Dan Wallis-22nd Judicial Circuit, McHenry County 
     Aimee Knop-McHenry County Sheriff, Community Relations 
High School Program: 
 Deputy Brian Morrow-McHenry County Sheriff  
 Corrections Officer Mike Christensen-McHenry County Sheriff 
 Officer Jeremy Bruketta- McHenry County Sheriff 
  K-9 Deputy Sage- McHenry County Sheriff  
 TOPS Kennels, Grayslake, IL 
Essay Contest: 
 Vonda K. Vaughn-The Gitlin Law Firm 
 Scott Farrell-The Gitlin Law Firm 
 Rhonda Rosenthal-Rhonda L. Rosenthal, P.C. 
School Visits Program: 
 Joel Berg 
 Steve Brody 
 Peter Carroll 
 Kevin Chrzanowski 
 T.J. Clifton 
 Mick Combs 
 Judge James Cowlin 
 Jennifer Gibson 
 Steve Haugh 
 Phil Hiscock 
 Andy Luther 
 Steve McArdle 
 George Mueller 
 Phil Anthony Sassan 
 Carolina Schottland 
 Jeannette Schwemler 
 John J. Stefani 
   

Hon. Sam L. Amirante (ret.) addresses the Law Day 
luncheon attendees 

Hon, Sam Amirante with members of the MCBA Board of Governors, Paulette Gray; 
Thomas Kasper, MCBA President; Hon. Sam Amirante; Vonda Vaughn; Carlos 
Arevalo and Cynthia Schaupp

Hon. Sam L. Amirante (ret.) with MCBA Social  
Co-Chairperson, Cynthia Schaupp.



Member News
William O. Shank
William O. Shank passed away Wednesday, Feb. 23, 2011. William was a long-time member of the McHenry County 
Bar Association, practicing law for over 35 years and a 25+ year of membership in the organization. Attorney Shank 
was a World War II Air Force veteran and pilot of a B-24 “Liberator,” which was shot down in Europe. A 1950 graduate 
of Yale Law School, William retired as general counsel from Walgreen Co. and continued to practice law in Crystal 
Lake after his retirement. Our sincere condolences to William’s family, his wife Shirleen; two daughters, Allison and 
Kristin Shank and his grandchildren.

Representing injured people and 
their families in cases involving 

■ Aviation Accidents

■ Medical Malpractice

■ Motor Vehicle Collisions

■ Premises and Workplace Safety 

■ Product Liability

3 Reasons Lawyers 
Refer Cases to Us 

■ The client benefits from focused  
 attention as one of the select
 handful of clients we represent.

■ The profession benefits because  
 we commit fully to our clients,   
 knowing that the practice of law is  
 a public trust.

■ The lawyer benefits because we  
 achieve the best possible result,  
 keep them informed, and they   
 receive a referral fee consistent  
 with all ethical rules.

RapoportLaw.com
■ Paul Richter, Member, MCBA ■

20 North Clark Street   Suite 3500   Chicago, Illinois 60602
Telephone 312 327 9880 ■ Toll Free 800 545 6437 ■  Fax 312 327 9881 

info@RapoportLaw.com



Michelle Rozovics
The Rozovics Law Firm, LLC is pleased to announce that its Managing Attorney Michelle J. Rozovics has passed all 
examinations necessary to become a Solicitor in the United Kingdom. Upon completion of the administrative paper-
work, it is anticipated that Ms. Rozovics will be admitted to the Roll of Solicitors by the Solicitors’ Regulation Authority 
on June 1, 2011. This will allow the Crystal Lake-based attorney to practice law for her business clients throughout 
the United Kingdom (including England, Scotland and Northern Ireland), as well as Wales. Ms. Rozovics’ admission 
is expected to be of great help for the Firm’s clients doing business “across the pond”, as they will no longer need to 
retain local counsel in the UK except in matters involving litigation.

Once Ms. Rozovics’ admission to the rolls of Solicitors is completed, she will look into completing further admissions 
across the world for the convenience of her business clients (which will be made simpler by virtue of her status as 
a U.K. Solicitor), including: Alberta, Anguilla, Antigua and Barbuda, Bahamas, Barbados, Belize, Bermuda, British 

Columbia, British Virgin Islands, Cayman Islands, Dominica, Grenada, Guyana, Hong Kong, India, Isle of Man, Israel, Jamaica, Malaysia, 
Manitoba, Montserrat, New Brunswick, Newfoundland, New South Wales, Northern Territory, North West Territory, Nova Scotia, Ontario, 
Papua New Guinea, Prince Edward Island, Queensland, Saskatchewan, Singapore, South Africa, South Australia, St. Lucia, St. Kitts and 
Nevis, St. Vincent and the Grenadines, Tasmania, Trinidad and Tobago, Turks and Caicos, Victoria, Western Australia, Yukon Territory, 
Zambia.
 
The Rozovics Law Firm, LLC is one of the few small Illinois law firms that has the background and experience to counsel businesses on 
the implications of engaging in international commerce. The Firm, which has two attorneys and two support staff, is dedicated to helping 
small and mid-size businesses understand their risks and obligations as they enter the world of international commerce. The Firm has 
many publications available free of charge for its friends and clients on issues such as cross-border contracts, multi-lingual contracts, and 
Chinese sourcing contracts. Please contact the Firm if you are interested in receiving any of these publications.



March General Meeting & Luncheon - Bull Valley Golf Club, Woodstock

New Member

At the March General Meeting & Luncheon, MCBA 
welcomed three McHenry County non-profit organizations, 
Big Brothers Big Sisters of McHenry County, Crystal Lake 
Food Pantry and Pioneer Center for Human Services. The 
organizations gave a brief synopsis of their missions to the 
fifty members that attended the meeting. Non-perishable 
food items were collected and donated to the Crystal Lake 
Food Pantry. 

The Rozovics Law Firm, LLC is pleased to announce that Mia B. Wery has joined the 
Firm as an associate attorney. Ms. Wery will focus her practice on general business 
transactions, foreclosure defense and general civil litigation for clients in McHenry and 
surrounding counties. Ms. Wery is admitted to practice in Illinois state courts.  
Ms. Wery received a B.A in Political Science from the University of Minnesota, and 
a J.D. from Northern Illinois University College of Law. Ms. Wery has spent the past 
several years living abroad, including Korea, Germany, Russia, India, Thailand, and 
Qatar. She looks forward to drawing on her global experiences in assisting with the 
firm’s international clients.  
Ms. Wery is a member of the Illinois State Bar Association, Chicago Bar Association, 
and the McHenry County Bar Association. She has served as a volunteer attorney 
for the Coordinated Advice and Referral Program for Legal Services (CARPLS) since 
October. Ms. Wery stays active raising her Bernese Mountain Dog and in her free time 

enjoys travel and scrapbooking.  
The Rozovics Law Firm, LLC was founded in 2006 based upon the belief that attorneys can be caring, person-
able professionals while simultaneously providing zealous, quality and sophisticated legal services. The Rozov-
ics Law Firm, LLC represents Illinois, national and foreign businesses in a wide variety of litigation matters, as 
well as representation of individuals in real estate transactions and litigation. The Firm also provides business 
transactional services, including Outside General Counsel services, which aim to keep clients out of court. From 
its Crystal Lake and Chicago offices, the Rozovics Law Firm, LLC represents the broad range of interests of Il-
linois businesses interested in expanding into the global marketplace.

From the Office of Dan Wallis,  
Court Administrator for the 22nd Judicial 

Circuit, McHenry County

The 22nd Judicial Circuit has been in the process of eval-
uating caseloads and scheduling and has come to the 
conclusion that we simply need to make changes to meet 
current trends. The 22nd Judicial Circuit has been expe-
riencing a sharp decline in the number of criminal cases 
being filed, while at the same time, there is a continual and 
steady increase in the number of divorce/family cases.

The court is proposing the formation of a committee to 
evaluate how to best address the needs of all interested 
parties. This committee will be comprised of attorneys, 
states attorney's office, public defender’s office, judges 
and court administration.  The goal of this committee is to 
evaluate current scheduling practices/case management 
and present a comprehensive report to all interested par-
ties by September of 2011 with recommendations.

Anyone interested in participating on this committee 
should contact Margaret at the McHenry County Bar As-
sociation, mchenrycountybar@sbcglobal.net or (815)338-
9559.

Cate Williams, President, Crystal Lake Food Pantry; 
Christin Kruse, Vice President of Funding Development, 
Pioneer Center for Human Services; Thomas Kasper, 
MCBA President; Siobhan Cottone, Director of 
Development for Pioneer Center for Human Services;  
Robyn Ostrem, Executive Director, Big Brothers/Big Sisters 
of McHenry County



Trial Call:

Case Number: 04LA82
Plaintiff: Robert Gaylor
Defendant: �Campion, Curran, Rausch, 	

Gummerson & Dunlop and Lee Lockwood
Plaintiff's Attorney: Gessler Hughes Socol Piers 	
	 Resnick & Dym, Ltd.
Defendant's Attorney: Law Office of H. Case Ellis; 	
	 McKenna Storer
Trial Date: 1/31/11-2/17/11
Judge: Michael T. Caldwell
Verdict: Plaintiff
Economic Damages: $ 182,625.00
Gross verdict: $182,625.00 
Last Demand: $5,000,000.00
Last Offer: $ 250,000.00

Case Number: 09AR652
Plaintiff: Aminul Karim
Defendant: Johnson Israel
Plaintiff's Attorney: Law Offices of Thomas J. Popovich
Defendant's Attorney: Kopka Pinkus Dolin & Eads
Trial Date: 2/28/11-2/28/11
Judge: Thomas A. Meyer
Verdict: Plaintiff
Medical: $6,223.00
Pain & Suffering: $1,500.00
Gross Verdict: $7,723.00
Net total verdict: $7,723.00

Case Number: 07LA317
Plaintiff: David Fuller
Defendant: Rhonda Fiumetto
Plaintiff's Attorney: Colin O'Malley & Lawrence Ruder, 
                               Goldberg Weisman & Cairo 
Defendant's Attorney: �Nicholas Kourvetaris & 	

Alana Zosis, SmithAmundsen
Trial Date: 2/28/11-3/10/11
Judge: Michael T. Caldwell
Verdict: Plaintiff
Medical: $472,631.78
Pain & Suffering: $150,000.00
Disability: $50,000.00
Lost Wages/Future Lost Wages: $225,000.00
Gross Verdict: $897,631.78
Net total verdict: $$897,631.78
Last Demand: $3,500,000.00
Last Offer: $500,000.00

TARADASH LAW OFFICE
WORKERS’ COMPENSATION

• When your client has a work injury, give us a call.

• More than 2,000 Workers’ Compensation Cases
   resolved by Settlement, Trial and Appeal.

• We offer a liberal referral policy and protect your
   attorney-client relationship since we limit our  
   practice to injury law.

Randy Taradash 815-385-1177

Come and visit our office.
Let me introduce you to my team.

The Harvard State Bank  
Trust Department 

 
Provides a full range of trust and invest-

ment services for your clients. 
 
We can assist with: 
 
 Estate Administration 
 Funded Trusts 
 Land Trusts 
 Life Insurance Trusts 
 Investment and Custodial Agencies 
 Rollover IRA’s 
 Retirement Accounts 
 

Gerald Helt, J.D. 
Vice President and Sr. Trust Officer 

The Harvard State Bank 
35 N. Ayer Street 
(815) 943-4400 

Potthast & Associates
  What you do not know about Patent & Trademark
  Law can hurt your business clients. Let us be your guide.
  Do not hesitate to call or write with any concerns:

	 James W. Potthast, 
	 Reg.Patent Attorney
	 815-334-0830    Fax: 815-334-0820
	 patents@potthastlaw.com



WHY ATG?
                        I have experience with 
other underwriters—ATG’s service is 
the best, hands down. Placing a title 
order is fast and efficient thanks to their 
technology, but the human side is great 
too. And you can’t beat ATG for CLE. 
The quality, variety, and convenience are 
all outstanding. I’m in close contact with 
ATG staff on every transaction. As soon 
as ATG has closing figures, I know I’ll 
have my client’s HUD-1 or bottomline 
amount. Being an ATG member makes 
it easy to earn referrals; people have a 
positive experience with my services 
through ATG, they pass that on.  
ATG works for me. I mean that in  
every sense of the word.
 
Jon Sherry, Chicago 
ATG Member since 2006 ’’

‘‘

ATG: Making good lawyers better.

ATG is an Illinois Accredited 
Continuing Legal Education Provider. 
Offices in:  Champaign | Chicago, | Frankfort  
Libertyville | Lombard | Mt. Prospect | Oak Lawn   
Skokie | Wheaton | Belleville | Madison, Wis.
 
NLT | Belvidere | Crystal Lake | Rockford

Contact us for more information:
Phil Krawiec  Business Development Representative 
Direct Phone: 312.752.1219
E-mail: pkrawiec@atgf.com 

800.252.0402       
WWW.ATGF.COM 



McHenry County Bar Association
110 South Johnson Street, Suite 211
Woodstock, Illinois 60098

McHenry County Bar Association 
Calendar of Meetings & Events 

May 2011       
5 Criminal Law Section Meeting Woodstock Country Club noon 
10 Family Law Section Meeting Pirro's Restaurante  noon 
13 Family Law Section Seminar Shah Center, McHenry  
17 Board of Governors Meeting Pirro's Restaurante  noon 
24 General Meeting & Luncheon Bull Valley Golf Club noon 
24 Prairie State Legal Services CLE Program Bull Valley Golf Club 1:00pm-2:00pm 

June 2011       
3 Family Law Mediator Seminar Loyola University Retreat & Ecology Center Noon-4:00pm 
10 A Day at the Races Arlington Park Racecourse 3:00pm 
21 Board of Governors Meeting Pirro's Restaurante  noon 
28 Annual Meeting & Luncheon Bull Valley Golf Club noon 

July 2011       
19 Board of Governors Meeting Pirro's Restaurante  noon 
26 General & Luncheon Bull Valley Golf Club noon 

August 2011       
5 35th Annual MCBA Golf Outing Turnberry Country Club, Village of Lakewood   
16 Board of Governors Meeting Pirro's Restaurante  noon 
23 General Meeting & Luncheon Bull Valley Golf Club noon 

 


